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PROGRAM NOTES

Carl Sandburg, the son of Swedish immigrant parents, was born in Galesburg,
Illinois, on January 6, 1878. It was not until 1914 that a group of his poems appeared
in Poetry magazine. From that time on, he gained literary fame as a poet, novelist,
biographer, historian, journalist and musician. Author of more than forty books, he
twice won the Pulitzer Prize: For history, with his four volume Abrabam Lincoln: The
War Years, and poetry, with Complete Works. Irita Van Doren introduced Sandburg
at a New York Herald Tribune book and author luncheon as “our national poet,” and
stated, “Carl Sandburg, with all of the other American poets who came into promi-
nence with him, brought something back to poetry that had been sadly missing in the

early years of the century.”

Sandburg died at his home in Flat Rock, North Carolina, on July 22, 1967, but his
writings of American life will remain for generations to come. Carl Sandburg was a
man of steel and velvet: Hard as rock and soft as drifting fog, who held in his heart

and mind the paradox of a terrible storm and an unspeakable peace.
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