LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE

Music Department

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

COURSE: Music 400, Voice Fundamentals




MEETINGS: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:45-2:45
CREDIT: 1 unit, sec. 0962





INSTRUCTOR: Dr. C. Gengaro

OFFICE: DH 312






PHONE: 323-953-4000 X2884




E-MAIL: gengarcl@lacitycollege.edu






OFFICE HOURS: Mondays 12-1:45; Tuesdays 12:30-1:30 and 2:45-3:45; Wednesdays 1:00-1:45; Thursdays 12:30-1:30
Required Texts and Materials

· Adventures in Singing by Clifton Ware (available in the book store)
· Singers’ packet (available from the instructor)
· 3-ring binder/notebook for staff paper, class notes and handouts

· Recording device (highly recommended)

· A place to practice (preferably with a piano)

Course Objectives

· To learn and develop basic singing skills, such as producing a “free” tone, singing in tune, and having breath control

· To demonstrate good singing posture and have an understanding of diaphragmatic breathing techniques

· To learn proper pronunciation of vowels and articulation

· To understand basic rhythms and musical symbols, as related to vocal music

· To memorize and perform solo songs

· To enjoy the process of making music
Student Learning Outcome
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate competence in the following: Memorize and perform assigned songs.
Class Requirements

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and punctuality is expected. Three tardies or leaving from class early is equal to one absence. If you are absent or need to be absent for an emergency situation, you must talk with me to find out if you will be excused. It is your responsibility to make up any class work that you miss. If you are not feeling well on a particular day and are having vocal problems, please talk to me before class so that we can determine your level of participation. If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to officially drop the class through the college. If you have more than 4 absences, you will most likely fail the course. 
Evaluation and Grading: In addition to vocal exercises, students will learn and perform several class songs. The class songs will be worked on as a group, and then performed individually by each student in the class. These individual performances will be evaluated and will help determine the students’ grades. Grades will also be determined by attendance, a student’s preparation outside of class, class participation, written assignments (including a concert report), quizzes, and final exam. All work, written and oral, must be completed in order for the student to receive a passing grade. Students must receive a final grade of “C” or better in order to complete this course satisfactorily and be eligible to progress to the next level. 
And for pete’s sake, stop texting in class. It’s almost always rude.
The components mentioned above will be weighed as follows: 

Class preparation, participation, and performances (including the Final Exam)

45%


Written assignments (including 2 quizzes, 2 CD reviews, 1 concert report)


30%

Attendance







25%


Practice Lab Policies

There are practice labs available for student use. The office has information on Lab policies and procedures. The first time you check-in, the staff in the music office will assist you.

LACC Policy: “Students with a verified disability who may need a reasonable accommodation(s) for this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Office of Special Services (Bungalow Village next to the Library, 323-953-4000 X2770) as soon as possible. All information will remain confidential.”

If you need help paying for books and other college expenses, call the Financial Aid Office at 323-953-4000 X2025 or visit them in the Bungalow Village.
