Music 101: Fundamentals of Music

Los Angeles City College

Spring 2012: F, 9:00-12:10; DaVinci Hall 307
Dr. Kevin J. Kelly

Office: DaVinci Hall 312A

Office Phone:  323-953-4000 x2889 • E-mail: kellykj@lacitycollege.edu

Office Hours: M, T, W: 1:15-3:15; F: 1-2.

Objectives: This course provides the student with an introduction to the fundamental elements involved in the study and performance of music, including:
· Music notation and terminology.

· Major and minor scales and key signatures; meter signatures and rhythmic time values of notes and rests; perfect, major, minor, diminished and augmented intervals; diatonic and chromatic intervals; the musical keyboard and enharmonic equivalents; major, minor, diminished and augmented triads; diatonic triads.
· Elementary sight singing, ear training, rhythm clapping and tapping exercises.
Student Learning Outcome
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate competence in the following Student Learning Outcome: Recognize and write basic music notation.

Required Materials: Bring these to every class meeting.

· Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory by Andrew Surmani, Karen Farnum Surmani, and Morton Manus (Books 1, 2 and 3). Alfred, publishers.
· Pencils (not pens!) and erasers.

· Music manuscript (staff) paper.

· Lined notebook paper

Attendance: It is important that you attend every meeting of this class. Missing even one class could cause you to fall behind in your work, and it can be very difficult to catch up. If you are ill or have a personal emergency and cannot attend a class, please call or e-mail me as soon as possible to let me know. If you stop attending class it is your responsibility to withdraw from the class.
Grading: Your grade in this course will be determined by your performance on the following:
Assignments:


10 %

Quizzes:


30 %

Midterm Exam:

30 %
Final Exam:


30 %

Assignments: Most assignments will be from the textbook. Some assignments will be for you to practice and demonstrate your proficiency at the next class meeting, some will be checked and gone over in class, and others will be collected. All assignments must be completed in pencil. Assignments in pen will not be accepted. 

Keeping up with your homework is essential to your success in this class. Therefore, late assignments will not be accepted. 

Quizzes: There will be numerous short quizzes. These quizzes will relate directly to the material covered in the previous class and to the assignment due that day. No make-up quizzes will be given, but I will drop your lowest quiz grade.
Midterm and Final Exam: These exams must be taken when scheduled. Make-ups will rarely be allowed. Please consult the syllabus for the dates of the exams.
Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of LACC that students with a verified disability who may need a reasonable accommodation for this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Office of Special Services as soon as possible. All information will remain confidential.

Syllabus:

2/10-
Welcome. The musical alphabet, pitch notation, and the musical keyboard.

Homework: Unit 1.

2/17-
No class. President’s day.
2/24-
Rhythm and simple meter.

Homework: Units 2-4. 

3/2-
Accidentals. Half steps and whole steps.


Homework: Unit 6. 

3/9-
Major scales. 


Homework: Unit 7. 

3/16-
Major scales (cont.). Key signatures.


Homework: Units 7-8.

3/23-
Key signatures. The circle of fifths. Intervals.


Homework: Unit 8. 

3/30- 
No class. Cesar Chavez Day

4/6-
No class. Spring break.

4/13-
Intervals (cont.). Review for midterm.


Homework: Unit 9

4/20-
Midterm Exam

4/27-
More intervals.

Homework: Unit 10.
5/4-
Triads.


Homework: Unit 12
5/11-
Triads (cont.) Minor key signatures. 


Homework: Units 13-14.

5/18-
Minor scales

Homework: Unit 14 (cont.).

5/25-
Minor scales (cont.). Review for final exam. 


Homework: Unit 14 (cont.).
Final Exam: Friday, June 1; 9:30-11:30am.
