LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE

Music Department

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

COURSE: Music 431/2, Commercial Voice I and II




MEETING TIME: M 6:50-8:55
CREDIT: 1 unit, sec. 3441 and 5105

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Susannah Murray
hCOACH: Tom Gerhold
LOCATION: DH 306



PHONE: 323-953-4000 X2880

E-MAIL: murraysm@lacitycollege.edu

OFFICE HOURS: Mondays 8:55-9:25 after class
Required Texts and Materials

· Best Songs Ever, Piano-Vocal-Guitar, 5th /6th /7th Edition (based on bookstore availability), Hal Leonard Corporation.

· 3-ring binder/notebook for music, staff paper, class notes and handouts

· Recording device (highly recommended)

Course Objectives

· To develop more advanced singing skills, including proper breathing technique, a “free” tone, and legato lines and phrases

· To demonstrate good singing posture and proper body alignment

· To memorize repertoire and to perform commercial solo songs in tune and with rhythmic accuracy.

· To demonstrate the ability to transpose music and prepare a music chart

· To work with a coach and accompanist

· To enjoy the process of making music
Student Learning Outcome

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate competence in the following Student Learning Outcome: the student will memorize and perform assigned songs with an increased understanding of stylistic implications and interpretive possibilities.

Course Description

This course is a continued concentration of general basic fundamentals of singing using vocal exercises and songs selected from the commercial song literature. Coaching sessions with the class accompanist are included in the course.

Class Requirements

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and punctuality is expected. Three tardies or leaving from class early equals one absence. If you are absent or need to be absent for an emergency situation, you must talk with me to find out if you will be excused. It is your responsibility to make up any class work that you miss. If you are not feeling well on a particular day and are having vocal problems, please talk to me before class so that we can determine your level of participation. If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to officially drop the class through the college. If you have more than 4 absences, you will most likely fail the course.

Grading: Grades will be based on preparation, level of performance, ability to sing in tune and with accurate pronunciation and rhythms, and attendance as indicated above and on the Coaching Information Sheet. Each student is required to learn and memorize a minimum of three new songs to qualify for a grade of “C.” The better you perform, the better the grade. 

Performances: You will be assigned three songs, more advanced students may learn additional songs.  Students of Music 431 must learn three songs from the book while Music 432 students may perform one song from the book and sing outside songs for their other two.  

Concert Report: During the semester, you will be writing one Concert Report on a Commercial Voice type performance or show.
Coaching: All students will sign up with the class accompanist for coaching times. Attendance at these coaching sessions is part of the course, and attendance will be taken. If, for some reason, you are unable to attend your coaching session, you are expected to notify your accompanist by phone, note, or in person as far in advance as possible, preferably at least 24 hours (the accompanist may have a preferred method by which you may reach him or her). Remember, a conscientious singer keeps his or her accompanist happy. If you stop attending the class for any reason, you will not be able to continue your coaching sessions.
Performances (including final exam) = 45%

Attendance/Punctuality = 30%

Concert Report = 15%




Coaching = 10%
Practice Lab Policies

There are practice rooms available for use. To use the rooms you must be enrolled in this course, must also have a current Cub Card (LACC identification card) and follow the designated practice room rules. The first time you check-in, the staff will assist you and inform you of the rules, procedures, and lab times.
LACC Policy: “Students with a verified disability who may need a reasonable accommodation(s) for this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Office of Special Services (Bungalow Village next to the Library, 323-953-4000 X2770) as soon as possible. All information will remain confidential.”

If you need help paying for books and other college expenses, call the Financial Aid Office at 323-953-4000 X2025 or visit them in the Bungalow Village.
Other Important Tidbits

It is wise to always keep two copies of your music with you at all times. You never know for sure when you might be expected to sing and you should always be prepared. Most of you will find it valuable to bring a recorder to class and to your coaching sessions. Make sure cell phones are off before you come into class, no texting in class!!  You are also expected to show all of your classmates respect and support. 

