Los Angeles City College

Institutional Research Advisory Council
Minutes

1:00-2:30pm 
Friday, February 2, 2007

President’s Conference Room
Present: Jackie Ireland, Myra Siegel, Merrill Eastcott, Joyce Moore, Will Marmolejo, Michelle Long-Coffee, Anna Badalyan, Rebecca Tillberg, Dan Wanner, Arax Cohen, Dana Cohen, Daryl Kinney
1. Institutional Research Advisory Council (IR Advisory Council).  Rebecca Tillberg presented the agenda and clarified the purpose of IR Advisory Council: “The IR Advisory Council is charged with oversight of the ‘key performance indicators,’ the element of the college strategic plan that allows the college to gauge its success in addressing each of the eight institutional priorities. … Thus the IR Advisory Council will play an important role in keeping the college on track toward realizing its institutional vision.”

2. New LACCD Web Site Design.  Michelle Long-Coffee provided an update on the web overhaul being driven by the District for all 9 colleges. A look has been designed and selected by the District based on feedback they received from focus groups. Michelle described the functionality of the new site and passed out copies of the site navigation. The District web committee, of which she is a part, will select a content management system (CMS) that will allow departments to more easily update their own web pages. A roll-out date was not available; however Michelle reported that the process is moving forward.

3. “Rules Of The Game”  Rebecca Tillberg presented an article from Los Angeles Times ( “Few Community College Students Transfer or earn degrees, study says” February 2, 2007 ) and the report (“Rules of the Game”) by CSU Sacramento’s Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Policy, which were critical of the educational outcomes of community college students.  

4. Accountability Reporting for Community Colleges (ARCC).  Rebecca Tillberg presented as a major task for the meeting to review the data in the Accountability Reporting for Community Colleges (ARCC) publication and develop a response to those data.  The data and responses from all community colleges will be broadly released by the State Chancellor’s Office in about a month. The PowerPoint presentation highlighted the background, reporting framework and dashboard metrics, ARCC timeline, peer grouping, and relevant data. The four areas of accountability are Student Progress and Achievement in Degree/Certificate/Transfer, Student Progress and Achievement in Vocational/Occupational/Workforce Development, Pre-Collegiate Improvement (Basic Skills and ESL), and System Participation Rates.
5. Data Presentation.  Rebecca Tillberg presented the charts and numbers which represent our college, district, and over-all California community college (system wide) levels. The comparison report done by George Prather was distributed. 
6. ARCC 500 Word College Self Assessment.  Rebecca Tillberg initiated a brainstorming discussion for points to be highlighted in LACC’s 500-word self-assessment and response to the ARCC data. Rebecca noted that according to the ARCC peer grouping methodology, LACC is above average in all 6 accountability measures.  Merrill Eastcott observed that the decrease in the unemployment rate has a high impact on our enrollment as well as the substantial increase in renters market in our geographic area.  There was discussion about the possible causes for the downward trend in enrollment /achievement in vocational courses. 
7. District-wide Student Survey. The issues and questions about the upcoming District-wide Student Survey, Spring 2007 were discussed. Dan Wanner asked if it would be possible to let students take home the survey to complete since completing the survey in class might take about 45 minutes.  
