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PART ONE 

The Archbishop's Hall, December 2, x 170 

INTtltLuDE 

Canterbury Cathedral, Christmas Day 

PART Two 

The Archbishop's Hall, December 29, I 170 ! 
Then, the Sanctuary of the Cathedral, a few 

minutes later. 

Thomas 4 Becket was martyred on the 29th of 
December, I 170, when four blights of King Henry 

. I1 assassinated him in the Cathedral of Canterbury. 

Becket, prior to a self-imposed exile in France, had 
been successively a ban vivmt, Chancellor to the 
King, and Archbishop. 

Part One of the play represents the inner strug- 
gle of Becket as a premonition of disaster comes to 
him upon his return to England from France. The 
Four Tempters represent four phases of this conflict. 
The First Tempter personifies the temptations of 
worldly pleasures with which Thomas was famil- 
iar in his youth. The Second represents the authority 
of the Chancellorship and alliance with the power of 
the King. The Third symbolizes the selfish interests 

of the Barons and Thomas' inclination to join with 
them in opposition to K q  Henry. The Fourth per- 
sonifies the Archbishop's own transient desire to at- 
tain to the glory of Christian martyrdom. 

A few days after the delivery of his Christmas 

sermon, Bccket was threatened by four knights of 
King Henry and ordered to submit to the temporal 
authority of the Crown. Upon his subsequent re- 
fusal, he was murdered "for the good of the state!' 
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