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AROUND TOWN
Established in 1929, Los Angeles City College is home to one of the most vibrant and diverse campuses in the country. Located minutes from Hollywood and neighboring Silver Lake and Echo Park, the campus provides a wide range of professional and vocational programs at a fraction of the cost of state and private colleges. Our programs include certificates, transfer programs and degrees. Ranked in the top three Best Southern California Community Colleges by USA Today News, we provide students and adult learners vital pathways to more advanced education and enhanced employment.

Los Angeles City College (LACC) is the oldest of the Los Angeles Community Colleges, celebrating almost 90 years of educational excellence. LACC provides a dynamic and innovative learning environment offering more than 100 vocational and professional programs including degrees, transfer programs, and certificates to more than 18,000 students. In 2019, LACC will celebrate its 90th anniversary. Due to LACC central location, the school is surrounded by interesting neighborhoods that are close to cities.

For	information on Los Angeles visit: https://www.lacity.org/
For information on Santa Monica visit: http://www.santamonica.com/
For	information	on	Long Beach visit: http://www.visitlongbeach.com/
For	information	on	Anaheim	visit: http://visitanaheim.org/



For	information	on	Chino	Hills	visit: https://www.chinohills.org/
For	information	on Costa Mesa visit: http://www.costamesaca.gov/

The campus is located just 15 minutes away from Downtown Los Angeles, which is close to Hollywood and the historic and recently trendy “east side” of the city, which includes the neighborhoods of Los Feliz (Hollywood), Silver Lake and Echo Park. Interesting landmarks in Downtown and on the East Side include:

· Griffith Park Observatory (Los Feliz)
· Walt Disney Concert Hall (Downtown)
· Historic Olvera Street (Downtown)
· Barnsdall Art Park (East Hollywood)
· Echo Park Lake (Echo Park)
· Little Tokyo (Downtown)
· The Art District (Downtown)
· 
BANKING IN THE UNITED STATES
· BANK OF AMERICA - https://promo.bankofamerica.com/international-banking/students/
· WELLS FARGO - https://www.wellsfargo.com/checking/student/
· CHASE - https://www.chase.com/personal/checking/student-checking



Books. Bedding. Bags of late-night snacks? These college essentials and many other items–can quickly add up, especially if you’re an international student using a foreign bank account. If you’re accessing your home country account while in the U.S., you’re likely to get hit
with charges such as international transaction and currency exchange fees.
Opening a U.S. account will put an end to those added fees, while providing a host of other benefits. For instance, you can:

· Easily pay rent, utility or mobile phone bills. It’s simple to keep the bill-paying convenience going by setting automatic transfers for recurring payments.
· Receive funds from another U.S. account in a speedy manner. You’ll get that paycheck, financial aid or scholarship money faster through a U.S.-to-U.S. transaction than you would if it were going into a foreign account.
· Keep your money safe. A bank checking or savings account is a much better option than hiding any large amounts of cash you brought from home in your dorm room dresser.
· 
Take the first steps to establish a U.S. credit history. Responsible use of a secured U.S. credit card will help you to build a strong domestic credit score. The issuers of secured cards often require an applicant to have a bank account.

Sounds interesting. How do I get started?

First, you’ll need to do a little research. Ask fellow international classmates and the school’s international student office for bank suggestions. Check out bank websites and read online reviews. Study up on the location of cash machines (also known as Automatic Teller Machines, or ATMs) to make sure they are near campus. You’ll pay fees if you use an ATM that is outside your bank’s network.

Then call or stop into a bank to get more details. Inquire about all potential bank fees. If you plan to travel outside the country, ask the bank for information on international in-network ATMs

Phone & Communication
Top US telephone carriers:

· T-Mobile - https://www.t-mobile.com/coverage/international-calling
· AT & T - https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/how-to-find-the-best-phone-plan-for-international-students/
· Verizon - https://www.verizon.com/articles/cell-phone-plans-international-students/


Cell Phones, Pay Phones, and Calling Cards Some cell phone companies allow you to rent or
buy a temporary international cell phone; or you can use an international phone plan from your current carrier.

Prepaid phone cards also allow you to make international phone calls for a flat fee. The internet is also a great way to keep in touch.

International Phone Card: Getting an international phone card is beneficial because you do not have to be concerned with bad reception or lack of signal inherent in many cell phones. The cards can be recharged and can be purchased in the United States or abroad.

Many pay phones these days do not accept cash. Instead, the phone cards can be swiped at the payphone to make a call. Ask your current long distance provider if they are able to give you discounted rates for international calls. A monthly fee will apply, and your phone company can send you an international calling card with a special access number. However, you will be billed the usual United States long distance rates. The cards can be used at regular landlines as well.

ISI Connect Card: The ISIConnect card is a prepaid, rechargeable phone card offered by the International Student Travel Confederation (ISTC). ISTC also provides the International Student Identity Card (ISIC). Students studying abroad can get a card and save up to 70 percent on calls in more than 150 countries. It can be recharged over the Internet or by phone, and the voicemail it provides costs family and friends nothing to leave a message for the student.


Internet & Email

Find out if you will have access to the internet in your area. The internet is the most cost-effective way to communicate while in the U.S. Instant messengers, email, Skype, and Google Hangouts are great ways to communicate. Wi-fi and internet are abundant in most major cities. Your host university and community library should have computers connected to the internet available for use free of charge.

Receiving Mail

If you will be abroad for an extended period, you may want to arrange for the delivery of your mail. Some banks and international credit card companies handle mail for customers at their U.S. branches. In addition, post offices in many countries will hold mail for travelers under their General Delivery (Poste Restante) services. Check with your embassy to see if that will be possible there. Foreign embassy and consulate contact information can also be found on the Country Specific Information for each country.

Create a Schedule

Discuss what time of day you can be reached by family and friends before you leave. Contact your phone service provider to discuss best plans for international calling. To save on telephone communication, set up a regular schedule for
e-mailing, instant messaging or talking via Skype. Source:
https://exchanges.state.gov/non-us/keeping-tou

TRANSPORTATION
Airport Pick-up
· Private Car Service: For Airport pick-up from LAX please contact Education Bridge or email mai@los-info.com.
· Getting to, From, & Around LAX: Visit FlyLAX
· Shuttle Service: Xpress Shuttle
· YouTube Video: How to get from LAX to Hollywood
Free Public Transit for All LACC Students with the Metro GoPass!

All LACCD students are eligible to participate in the GoPass Program. The Metro GoPass (formerly U-Pass) enables students to ride all buses and trains operated by Metro and participating transit agencies completely free of charge beginning December 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022.
To receive your Metro GoPass go to the LACC Bookstore or Cub Store with your Student ID and verification of present enrollment.

For more information about the
· Metro GoPass visit Metro.net
· https://www.metro.net/riding/fares/colle gevocational/

DMV - Driver’s License Application Process While the application process for receiving a driver’s license may be different in each state, the basic steps are very similar. These steps include:

· Confirming with your Designated School Official (DSO) that your student record is Active in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System.
· Waiting 10 days after arriving in the United States to apply for a driver's license so that your Form I-94, “Arrival/Departure Record,” information can be updated in all the government systems.
· Visiting and submitting the proper documentation to the DMV.

The DMV may need to verify your nonimmigrant student status to determine if you are eligible for a driver’s license. To verify your status, the DMV may use the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program. To find out more about this program, please visit the Checking Your SAVE Case Status page.



Required Documentation
Click here - DMV Online Appointment Scheduler

When you apply for a driver's license at your local DMV, make sure to bring original copies of the following documents:

· All signed versions of your Form I-20, “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status.”
· A valid passport and your most recent student visa (Please note that you do not need a visa if you are from a visa-exempt country, such as Canada or Bermuda).
· Proof of residence. This varies from state to state and you should check your local DMV’s website to ensure you understand what is needed to fulfill this requirement.
· If your state requires it, an SSN card or a Form SSA-L676, “Refusal to Process SSN Application.”
· If you are on optional practical training, bring your Form I-766, “Employment Authorization Document.” The DMV will use the A number on this card to verify your status.

If you are an F-2, M-2 or J-2 dependent, go to the DMV with your primary F-1, M-1 or J-1 and make sure you both have all your required documents.

After a successful application process, a DMV official will explain the next steps for attaining your driver’s license. It is normal for some nonimmigrants to only get temporary licenses. In addition, you may receive the license immediately or you may have to wait several weeks, depending on the state.

Additional Requirements

A driver’s license applicant may also need to pass both a driving and written test. Depending on your state, if you have a license from your home country or another state, the DMV may not require you to take the tests. However, not all states accept driver's licenses from other countries.
If you have trouble applying for a driver's license, speak with your DSO and contact the SEVP Response Center with case-specific questions.

HOUSING
Los Angeles City College does not offer on-campus housing. To assist you in securing a place to stay while studying in Los Angeles, below are a few housing options and contact information. Please note that LACC provides general information regarding housing accommodations for the purpose of assisting students only. The college does not assume any responsibilities for the condition, suitability, or reliability of the resources listed below, nor does it assume accountability or liability for any agreement and contracts into which students enter with them.

Homestay Option
· Student Room Stay
· Education Bridge or Email, Mai Okumura, mai@los-info.com
· Universal Student Housing or Call, (001) 310-824-4908

Housing Assistance Agency
If you would like assistance finding housing in Los Angeles whether it is shared housing, a room for rent, or your own home, use the link below to have an agency assist you with your housing search.



decision, with so many options and possibilities to choose from, it is the students’ responsibility to make their own living arrangements.

Housing Search Engines
· https://affordablehousingonline.com/hous ing-search/California/Los-Angeles (this link also lists units that rent to voucher holders)
· https://www.lowincomehousing.us/CA/los
_angeles.html
· https://www.socialserve.com/index.html
· https://www.solarentals.com/
· https://www.trulia.com/
· https://hotpads.com/
· https://www.zillow.com/
· Local Guide
· Rental Calculator
· Apartment Guide

Emergency Rental Assistance Links:
· https://hcidla.lacity.org/
· https://wwwa.lacda.org/programs/rent-rel ief
· http://www.longbeach.gov/lbds/lbcares/
· 
· Education Bridge
· Westside Habitats
· 4Stay or Email Leasing4Stay

Shared Housing Options
If you are looking for a shared housing option with private space that is fully furnished and has access to community spaces and activities, click on the link below:
· Eddy
· Starcity Co-Living
· LA Student Dorms
· SOTA (Koreatown Co-Living)

Private Apartment Living
This housing option is popular for students who are independent and seek a space of their own. Most students choose this option after they have established connections in the area and have made friends during their first year. Most students rent an apartment for six-month to one-year periods of time.
When selecting your apartment, make sure it is in a desirable location and close to bus lines, shopping and social activities. Most students who choose this option will live with one or more roommates, but living alone is also an option for those who would like more personal space. Since choosing an apartment is such a personal

After Finding a Place to Live: Get Set Up with Internet and Other Home Services
In My Area (click me) - Find providers and compare prices for Internet, Cable TV and other home services available in your specific area. This service is at no cost to students and includes free relocation consultations.
Storage Units (click me) - Looking for local storage for a temporary basis?

ADJUSTING TO LIFE IN THE U.S.
For most students, the first week after arriving at their US university is the most challenging time of their entire study in the USA. Not only will you be dealing with overcoming homesickness, but you also will be adapting to a new culture, language, and more. To make this journey a little easier for you, here are a few top tips for international students looking to find out how to survive in the USA as a student.

1. Make a Budget for Your Life in the US
· Housing
· Meal plans, personal grocery shopping, or eating out
· Traveling by public transport or by car
· Entertainment, extracurriculars, and other personal spending habits

2. Develop Your Language Skills. Improve your English with online tutorials, podcasts, and even TV shows and movies.

3. Join a Society or Club. Explore your interests, Discover new hobbies, Meet new people

4. Immerse Yourself in the Culture. Visit restaurants and other local attractions

5. Familiarize Yourself with Local Laws. Be aware of local laws, including speed limits when driving, when local parks close, and other regional considerations. If you have questions about what is allowed, reach out to your student advisors for specific guidance.

6. Make Several Copies of Your Passport and Important Documents. Student visa, Form I-20, Admissions letter, Health insurance, Medical records, Prescriptions, Academic documents, List of emergency contacts

7. Try New Foods, but Make Sure to Stay Healthy

8. Get to Know Your Campus. https://www.lacitycollege.edu/about

9. If You Don’t Know Something, Just Ask! Always reach out to your university’s international student services, advisor, or DSO as they can provide you with firsthand information and help for international students in the USA – and can help you find answers.

Sources:

https://shorelight.com/student-stories/top-tips-for-international-students/

https://shorelight.com/student-stories/how-to-deal-with-culture-shock-a-guide-for-international-students/

POST ARRIVAL CHECKLIST

Before registering for your classes, there are mandatory steps for you to complete to ensure that you are on the right path. Please read the requirement checklist below and follow the steps!

STEP 1: LACC’s Online Orientation
All new students must complete the LACC Online Orientation to receive early registration. We recommend that you complete the online orientation before your arrival in the U.S.

· Please login to your Student Portal at www.mycollege.laccd.edu
· Click on the “Orientation” tab on your right
· Follow the instructions, watch all the videos, and take the quizzes to receive full credit


STEP 2: F-1 Student Online Orientation & Zoom Group Check-in
You are required to complete the online F-1 Student Check-in and attend the Zoom Group Check-in. The online orientation can be taken through Canvas. Please review the following steps so that you can access your Online Orientation and attend the Zoom Group Check-in.

A. Login to your LACCD student email account. Accept the invitation for Canvas (International Student Program).

B. Login into Canvas. Select, International Student

Program. Then, select and complete the Modules. Watch this Canvas Tutorial Video for assistance.

C. Complete the F-1 Online Orientation (Six Modules).

STEP 3: ESL Guided Self-Placement

*If English is your second language, our college's English/ESL and Counseling departments highly recommend that you take the ESL guided
self-placement test at LACC to determine your starting level before your registration for classes. You may contact Crisalia Terrazas, https://www.lacitycollege.edu/admissions/matric ulation/assessment-placement to schedule your guided self-placement.

Please visit the Assessment Center's Website HERE for more information or you may contact our Adjunct Counselor, Crisalia Terrazas TERRAZC@lacitycollege.edu

STEP 4: Attend the Counseling Orientation:
Click: Newly Admitted Students:
***Failure to complete these sessions WILL result in cancellation of your admission to LACC.


STEP 5: Attend the mandatory F1 advising orientation in-person.
Click: Newly Admitted Students:
***Failure to complete these sessions WILL result in cancellation of your admission to LACC.

NEW ARRIVAL FROM INSIDE THE US
Step 1: Obtain your new LACC I-20 from the International Student Office. Step 2: Sign your name on page 1, line 11 on your new I-20
Step 3: Submit a photocopy of you signed I-20 to the International Student Office

Step 4: Report your U.S address to the International Student Office. This action must be completed within 10 days of your arrival.

SEVIS Transfer Students

· If you are changing schools within the US and transferring your SEVIS record to LACC there are visa and travel policies unique to your situation.

· You can travel with your current F1 visa and LACC I-20, even if the visa has the previous school’s name on it, as long as the visa has not expired and you are not outside the US more than five months between academic programs.

· To receive your updated I-20 from LACC and to transfer your SEVIS record, your previous school’s DSO must complete the section of the International Verification Form.

· You can use your LACC “transfer pending” I-20 to enter the US once without signature before the start date, even earlier than 30 days before the I-20 start date. The 30-day rule is only for travel with “initial” I-20s, not “transfer pending” I-20s. However, if you wish to travel outside the US after your initial entry on your LACC “transfer pending” I-20, you will need a travel signature from a DSO.

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/international-student-life-cycle

LACC ID CARD
How can I get my student ID card?
· All you need to do is stop by our “Welcome Center” with the required items. Welcome Center located at the 1st Floor of Student Services Building.

What do I need to get my student ID?
· Your LACC Student ID number (can obtained by visiting https://mycollege.laccd.edu)
· A class schedule
· Paid your LACC student fee

What does a student ID cost?
· Student ID Card is FREE for Credit students the 1st time that it is issued.
· Every time after this, there is a $10 fee to replace your student ID card.

HEALTH INSURANCE
STUDENT INSURANCE LOGIN
CLICK LINK: LEWERMARK
· Your member ID card.
· The Find a Doctor tool.
· More information about your plan benefits.
· Health tips that are tailored to you.
· LiveHealth Online and 24/7 NurseLine
· Mental Health Online Support
· Student support specialists
· Plan Information Packet


AETNA is your network of doctors and providers. The insurance plan will be administered by LewerMark. All F1 international students at LACC are required to enroll in a medical insurance policy provided by the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD). Plan Information Packet



Coverage Dates & Cost
FALL SEMESTER: Aug 15th - Jan 31, 2022 COST: $703.34

WINTER SESSION: Dec 15th 2021 - Jan 20, 2023 COST: TBD

Deductibles, Coinsurance and Copays: Click VIDEO SPRING SEMESTER: Feb 1st - Aug 14, 2023
COST: $703.34

SUMMER SESSION: May 15th - Aug 14, 2022 COST: $338.79


Health Insurance Workshops
Learn about and how to use your New insurance plan and benefits.
Watch the Insurance Workshop. Click View Now!

Understanding Health Insurance in the U.S. The health care system in the U.S. is quite different than in most other countries. Please
watch these useful videos for more information about your health care plan.

International Student Health - Click VIDEO Using your insurance - Click VIDEO

LACC Health & Wellness Center
Currently enrolled students can obtain health and wellness services at the Wesley Health Center, which is located across the street from the campus on Vermont Avenue. The on-campus clinic is open as of Summer 2021. See details below.

Telehealth & in-person appointments available. Currently enrolled students only.
On-campus clinic: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:30pm. Call (323) 953-4000 ext. 2485 to schedule your appointment.


Live Chat with Health & Wellness Center Click here

Vermont Ave location: Also open to serve you! Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm. Wesley Health Center - East Hollywood, 954 N Vermont Ave., Los Angeles CA 90029. Call (866) 733-5924 for an appointment. You must say you are an LACC student.

WE OFFER

· Basic Primary Care
· Preventive Health information & Screening
· Tests & Immunizations
· Physicals
· Emotional/Behavioral/Mental Health Counseling
· And much more!

New Patients
1. Complete the Patient Registration and Consent Form prior to appointment
2. Call (866) 733-5924 to schedule an appointment
3. Bring the completed form with you on your designated appointment and submit to medical staff at the triage station outside the clinic.

NOTE:
If a patient screens positive for any of the COVID symptoms the patient will be isolated.
All patients are encouraged to come to the clinic alone at this time due to social distancing guidelines, unless the patient is a minor needing a parent present.


Eligibility:
LACC students must show proof of health fee payment to obtain services. https://www.lacitycollege.edu/Campus-Life/Health-Wellness-Center/Mental-Health-Resources

RULES AND REGULATION
STUDENT DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

Community college districts are required by law to adopt standards of student conduct along with applicable penalties for violation (Education Code Section 66017, 66300, 76030, and 76031). The Los Angeles Community College District has complied with this requirement by adopting Board Rule 9803, Standards of Student Conduct and 91101, Student Discipline Procedures.

The purpose of LACCD Board Rule 91101 is to provide uniform procedures to assure due process when a student is charged with a violation of the Standards of Student Conduct. All proceedings held in accordance with this Board Rule shall relate to an alleged violation of appropriate standards of student conduct. These provisions do not apply to grievance procedures, student organization councils and courts, or residence determination and other academic and legal requirements for admission and retention.

Disciplinary measures may be taken by the college independent of any charges filed through civil or criminal authorities, or both. Disciplinary action may include warning, reprimand, restitution, suspension, or expulsion from one or more classes, programs, activities, campus locations, or the entire district.


https://www.lacitycollege.edu/Students/Student-Conduct/Student-Conduct

CAMPUS MAP


DIRECTORIES


COMMUNICATION
VIRTUAL CHAT OPTIONS
VIRTUAL LOBBY: M-TH: 9AM-4PM & Friday 9AM-12PM PST


ISP EXPRESS COUNSELING: Hours - Mon. 9am-11am; Tue. 9am-12pm; Wed. 2pm-4pm; Thu. 1pm-3pm.


CHAT IN UNIBUDDY WITH INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AMBASSADORS

PLEASE FOLLOW US IN OUR SOCIAL MEDIAS:

INSTAGRAM	YOUTUBE	FACEBOOK	TIKTOK

OUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM TEAM MEMBERS ARE THE BEST AT WHAT THEY DO, AND THEY'LL WORK HARD TO MAKE YOUR COLLEGE EXPERIENCE AT LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE VERY REWARDING.

CONTACT US:
The International Student Program is located in CESAR CHAVEZ Building 1ST Floor – AD 109 PHONE: (323) 953-4000 ext. 2470

EMAIL:
Elonda Austin
Office Assistant
austine@lacitycollege.edu
(323) 953-4000 ext. 2474


Marine Petrosyan
DSO/Immigration Advisor
petrosm@lacitycollege.edu
(323) 953-4000 ext. 2472
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LACC

The City’s College.

This section contains comprehensive regulatory information and a de-
scription of the electronic student and exchange visitor information sys-
tem, SEVIS. In addition, you will find an FAQ on the topic of obtaining a
green card and information on finding an immigration lawyer, which
are areas outside the normal scope of L.A. City College
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IMMIGRATION
INFORMATION
FOR F-1
STUDENTS

What is F-1 Status

In the United States, the F visas are a type of
non-immigrant student visa that allows foreigners
to pursue education (academic studies and/or
language training programs) in the United
States. F-1 visas are only issued in U.S. embas-
sies and consulates outside the United States.
Prospective F-1 students must apply to school
and receive a form |-20 in order to apply for an F
-1 visa. F-1 students must show that they are
able to support themselves during their stay in
the U.S., as their opportunities for legal employ-
ment are quite limited. F-2 visas are given to
dependents of an F-1 student. F-2 visa-holders
are prohibited from any form of compensated
employment.

Period of Authorized Stay

Your admission to the U.S. is for "duration of
status," that is, for the length of your F-1 status.
F-1 status covers the period when you are a
full-ime registered student making normal pro-
gress toward your degree (or exchange pro-
gram), plus an optional period of practical train-
ing following completion of studies, plus a 60-
days "grace period" to prepare to depart the U.S.
or change to another status. Your length of au-
thorized stay is not related to your F-1 visa expi-
ration date. The F-1 visa is specifically for entry
into the U.S. The F-1 visa might expire before
your status expires, and your status might end
before your visa expires.

Documents

Federal Law requires that you carry registration
documents at all times. It is recommended that
you keep copies of all your documents separate
from your originals.

Passport

* Your passport must be valid at least 6 months
into the future

* Passport renewal procedures vary, depending
on country — typically, you may renew your
passport 6 months prior to the expiration date
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e Contact your country’s embassy in the US to
determine the procedure for obtaining a new
passport

Visa

* After you received your Form |-20, you applied for
an F-1 visa ata US
consulate.

® Your F-1 visa has an expiration date. If the VISA
expires while you are in the US, it is not a prob-
lem

 Travel outside the US requires a valid visa to
reenter the US.

1-94

If you arrived to the U.S. prior to April 26, 2013 you
were issued an 11 digit ID number on a white card
that was completed for you by US Customs official
at port of entry. Your 1-94 card is marked D/S
(Duration of Status). Do not lose this card.

If you entered the U.S. after April 26, 2013 your |-
94 information is available to you though
www.cbp.gov/I94.

1-20

Your form 1-20 was generated by SEVIS and is-
sued by L.A. City College. It contains biographical
data, indicates your program of study, describes
the funding amount, and it contains your SEVIS ID
number. The I-20 allows you to apply for an F-1
visa if you are outside the U.S. apply for F-1 status
within the U.S., enter and reenter the U.S. in F-1
status, and prove your eligibility for various F-1
benefits.

* You must ensure that your I-20 is valid, the pro-
gram dates are current, and the program infor-
mation is correct.

* We can extend your |-20 BEFORE it expires.
* We cannot extend your 1-20 AFTER it expires.

* You may receive an email alert from the |SP
before your I-20 expires.

« If your I-20 ends, your F-1 student status will
terminate.
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Events That Require an Update to
Your 1-20

Program Extension

If you are unable to complete your course of

study before the completion date noted in item 5
on your |-20, you must request an extended 1-20
before your current I-20 expires. For more infor-
mation and instructions, see Program Extension.

Changing Schools

You must register full-time at Mt. SAC, since the
school issued your |-20 and oversees your SE-
VIS record. If you decide to transfer to another
school, contact the International student office
prior to completing your final semester at Mt.
SAC.

Change of Funding

If there is a substantial change in the source or
amount of your funding, report this change to the
Registrar and a new 1-20 will be issued to you.
For example, if you receive an Mt, SAC Scholar-
ship through your department, but your 1-20 indi-
cates that you use personal funds to pay for ex-
penses, you should request a new |-20.

Name Change

The name on your I-20 should match the name
on your passport. If you change any part of your
legal name—first/given name, middle name, or
last/family name—on your passport, this change
should be reflected on your I-20. Conversely, if
you want a different name on your 1-20, the Reg-
istrar will wait for you to change your passport
first, before updating the 1-20.

Maintaining your Status

F-1 degree-seeking students must enroll and com-
plete full-time credit in the fall and spring semes-
ters to maintain lawful immigration status.

ENROLL IN and COMPLETE the required number
of units: Undergraduate Students 12 units.

There are limited reasons for under-enroliment.
‘You must have permission from a DSO prior to
under-enroliment.

Exceptions to Full-Time Enroliment

* Reduced Course Load (RCL) for Specific Aca-
demic Reasons

* Reduced Course Load (RCL) for a Documented
Medical Condition

* Travel outside the US requires a valid visa to
reenter the US.

 Final Semester

® Concurrent Enrollment

About Full -Time Enroliment

Online Courses

US immigration regulations limit international stu-
dents to only ONE online course per semester to-
ward the minimum full-time enroliment requirement.

YYou can take more than one online course, but only
one will meet your full-time enroliment requirements

Independent Study Courses

Do not generally count toward the full-time enroll-
ment requirement. They are not required to be
completed within a given semester, nor do they
require in-class time.

An Independent Study course must be a degree
requirement to count toward full-time enroliment.

The Registration office must have documentation
in your file from your academic advisor regarding
the necessity of the independent study course.

Other Enroliment Issues

* “I"—incomplete—or “N” — no credit assigned -
grades do NOT count toward the full-time re-
quirement.

* Auditing a course does NOT count toward the
full-time requirement.

« Withdrawal from a course at ANY point in the
semester does NOT count toward the full-time
requirement.

* Courses that BEGIN in the middle of the semes-
ter do NOT count toward the full-time enroliment
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Employment in the U.S.
On Campus Employment

USCIS allows F-1 students to work up to 20
hours per week on campus during the fall and
spring semester without special permission Em-
ployment must be on the LACC campus. F-1
students may work more than 20 hours per
week on campus during school vacations
(summer break, spring break and fall break)

Off Campus Employment

‘You may work off-campus ONLY with permission
from USCIS or a DSO. Most students cannot
apply for off-campus work authorization until they
have been in full-time student status for one aca-
demic year.

F-2 Dependents

Your spouse and unmarried children under 21
may be eligible for F-2 dependent status. Immi-
gration regulations do not permit F-2 depend-
ents to be employed in the U.S. The regulations
also restrict full-time study for F-2 dependents,
with two exceptions:

e F-2 dependents CANNOT study in a degree
program at LACC , but may enroll in cours-
es that are recreational in nature.

« An F-2 child may engage in full-time study if
the study is in an elementary or secondary
school.

F-2 dependents must be approved for a change
of status to F-1 by the USCIS prior to commenc-
ingstudyat LACC Applications take 6-8

Change of Address Procedure

International students must update their address
with-in ten days of moving.

Travel

* Travel within the US does not require a travel
signature from DSO.

 Travel outside the US requires that your I-20/ be
signed for travel by DSO.

* Visa expired? You must apply for and receive a
new visa before re-entering the US.

* We recommend you carry clear copies of your
immigration documents if you travel to US border
areas or large metropolitan areas. For more infor-
mation, see Travel.
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Termination & Reinstatement

* A violation of status will result in a termination
of your F-1 status

* Students whose F-1 status is terminated may
qualify for a Reinstatement of Status

* You must apply directly to USCIS requesting
reinstatement back into F-1 status

« This option is not available for all violations,
notably employment violations

For more information, see Reinstatement.
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Graduation or Program Completion

The end of your academic program affects your F-1
status. After you graduate or complete your pro-
gram you have a 60-day grace period. Within this
60-day period you have the following options:

e« Depart the U.S. Once you leave the U.S.
(including trips to Canada and Mexico) after com-
pleting your studies you are not eligible to re-
enter with your current |-20. The grace period is
meant for travel within the states and preparation
to depart the U.S.

* Request a new I-20 if you will continue at LACC
in a new degree program.

e Transfer your SEVIS record to a new school.

* Apply to change status to another visa category.
LACC DSO advisers cannot assist with change
of status applications. If you need additional as-
sistance, we recommend you contact an immi-
gration attorney.

LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE

LACC

The City’s College.

A
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SEVIS reports the following information to
USCIS (United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services)

and ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment):

* Personal Address Information
* Financial Information—education funding
* Academic Program Information—full time/

part time enrollment, major changes, discipli-
nary actions, extension of program

* Employment information: optional/

18

STUDENT &

CHANGE VISITOR
INFORMATION SYSTEM

curricular practical training, off campus employ-
ment authorization

* Termination or completion of study

* Dependent information

It is important to understand the F-1 immigration
regulations in order to maintain status while you
are in the U.S.
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Re-entry Into the U.S.

Be prepared to present the following materials
at the port of entry into the U.S.

« 1-20 and Travel Signature (pg. 3) from a DSO
(F-1 students)

e Passport—valid at least six months into the
future

e Valid F-1 visa stamp in passport

* Evidence of financial support (bank statement,
scholarship/assistantship letter)

e Proof of enrollment (transcript and computer
printout of current enroliment, and next se-
mester's enroliment, if available)

1-20 Travel Signature

Page 3 of your 1-20 must be signed by a Desig-
nated School Official in the Registration Office
before you leave the U.S. This signature will be
valid for one year (12 months) and can be
used for multiple entries. If you are on OPT, you
must obtain a travel signature every 6 months.

To obtain a travel signature, submit your 1-20 to
the Registration Office front desk. Your I-20
will be available for pick-up the next business
day. We require 1 business day to process the
travel signature so please plan ahead before you
travel.

Val

Passport

Your passport must be valid for at least six
months when seeking admission or readmission
to the United States, unless your country has an
agreement with the United States. For a list of
countries under this agreement, see the list on
the Immigration Customs Enforcement website.
Your passport should remain valid throughout
your stay in the U.S.

Valid Visa

‘You must present a valid, unexpired visa in the
category for which admission is being sought
each time you enter the U.S. (Canadian citizens
are exempt from the visa requirement; however,
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landed immigrants of Canada are generally re-
quired to obtain a visa.) If your visa expires while
you are in the U.S., the next time you travel
abroad you must obtain a new visa in the proper
category in order to be readmitted to the United
States. Apply for the visa in your home country,
unless circumstances or travel plans make this
impossible. If you apply for a visa at a U.S. consu-
late in another country, your application may be
reviewed more critically than if you applied at
home. In-person interviews are required for most
visa applicants. You are encouraged to contact
the U.S. consulate as early as possible to sched-
ule the visa interview appointment. Anticipate de-
lays in visa issuance due to enhanced security
reviews.

Automatic Visa Revalidation

An exception to the rule requiring a valid, unexpired
visa exists for students in F-1 and J-1 status who
travel for less than 30 days solely to Canada or
Mexico or islands in the Caribbean except Cuba.
Your visa will be considered to be "extended" (and
“converted" to the proper visa category if you had
changed status while in the U.S.) to the date of re-
entry, eliminating the need to obtain a new visa ata
U.S. consulate before that particular re-entry.

Note that if you apply for a new visa while in Cana-
da, Mexico and islands in the Caribbean, you will
not be able to return to the U.S. unless the visa is
granted. Also, citizens of Iraq, Iran, Syria, Libya,
Cuba, Sudan, and North Korea are not eligible for
automatic visa revalidation.

Travel With-in the U.S.

If you are traveling with in the U.S. it is recom-
mended that you carry the following items:

* Passport
* Valid 1-20

* 1-94 number
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Entry Into Another Country

Before you leave the United States, contact the
consulate of the country to be visited to inquire
about visa and travel procedures. If you plan to
visit Canada, contact the Canadian Consulate in
Los Angeles to determine if you need a visa to
enter Canada. Travel after completion of studies

F-1 students:

If you travel outside the U.S. after completion of
studies you may return to the U.S. in F-1 status
provided you are in possession of:

* A new 1-20 indicating a new program of study,
passport, visa and evidence of financial sup-
port.

or

* An Employment Authorization Document
(EAD), 1-20 endorsed for OPT and signed for
travel within the last six months, proof of em-

Travel and OPT

If your pre-completion OPT application is pend-
ing or approved, you may travel and reenter the
us.

If your post-completion OPT application is pend-
ing, you may travel and re-enter the U.S.

After graduation, if your post-completion OPT
has been approved and your EAD issued, you
may not re-enter the U.S. unless you have evi-
dence of employment. You should carry the fol-
lowing documents with you:

1-20 signed for travel by an international student
adviser within the last 6 months

EAD card
Valid passport

Unexpired F-1 visa (unless returning from a
short frip to Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean)

Evidence of employment in your field of study
(letter of employment, written job offer)
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What Is a Visa?

The F-1 visa stamp in your passport is permis-
sion to apply to enter the United States in that
visa category. Although your passport and I-20
must remain valid while you are in the U.S., your
visa need not remain valid once you have used it
to enter the U.S. If your visa expires while you
are in the U.S. and/or its number of entries has
been used, or if you have changed your nonimmi-
grant status while in the U.S., the next time you
travel abroad you must obtain a new visa in the
proper category in order to be readmitted to the
U.S. Visas can only be obtained outside of the
U.S. ata U.S. consulate. (Canadian citizens are
not required to have a visa stamp to enter the
us)

Automatic Visa Revalidation

An exception to the rule requiring a valid,
unexpired visa exists for students in F-1 and
J-1 status who travel for less than 30 days
solely to Canada or Mexico or islands in the
Caribbean except Cuba. Your visa will be
considered to be "extended" (and
"converted" to the proper visa category if
you had changed status while in the U.S.) to
the date of re-entry, eliminating the need to
obtain a new visa at a U.S. consulate before
that particular re-entry.

Note that if you apply for a new visa while in
Canada, Mexico and islands in the Caribbe-
an, you will not be able to return to the U.S.
unless the visa is granted. Also, citizens of
Iraq, Iran, Syria, Libya, Cuba, Sudan, and
North Korea are not eligible for automatic
visa revalidation.
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How, Where and When to Apply
for a Visa

Apply for the visa at a U.S. consulate in your
home country, unless circumstances or travel
plans make this impossible. It may be possible to
apply for a visa at a U.S. consulate in a country
other than your home country. This is called a
"third country national (TCN)" application. Not all
U.S. consulates accept TCN applications, and
some allow TCN applications for limited situa-
tions; check with individual consulates, including
those in Canada and Mexico, for TCN applica-
tion policies. It can be risky to apply in a country
other than your home country. For instance, if
you apply for a new visa in Canada and encoun-
ter delays, you must remain in Canada for the
length of the processing. You will not be able to
reenter the U.S. until the new visa is approved.

U.S. consulates require in-person interviews for
most visa applicants. You are encouraged to
schedule the visa interview appointment as early
as possible. The U.S. Department of State main-
tains an excellent website on the visa application
process, and you should study it carefully. You
can also find information about how long it will
take to get your visa. Students applying for initial
-entry F-1 and F-2 visas may be issued the visas
up to 120 days before the academic program
start date as noted on the 1-20.

Visa processing delays may occur due to en-
hanced security reviews that take into account
your field of study, country of origin, and likeli-
hood of returning home after completion of
studies.

 Visa application Complete the form provid-
ed by the U.S. consulate in the country where
the application will be submitted. You will be
charged a fee for the visa application.

Receipt confirming payment of the SEVIS
fee, if applicable.

Valid passport. Your passport must be val-
id for at least six months when seeking admis-
sion or readmission to the United States, un-
less your country has an agreement with the
United States. For a list of countries under this
agreement, see the list on the Immigration
Customs Enforcement website. Your passport
should remain valid throughout your stay in the
us.

Passport-size photos.

1-20. If you are applying for a visa to contin-
ue studies at LACC be sure that a DSO has
signed the travel validation section of the form
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within the past year. (Newly admitted students
do not need a travel signature for the initial visa
interview.)

Financial evidence detailing source and
amount of funding. Consular and immigration
officers exercise considerable discretion in de-
termining whether financial support exists and is
sufficient to cover your entire period of stay.
Prepare documentation that is thorough, con-
sistent, credible and varied.

Official academic transcript and confirma-
tion of enrollment. You can request these
documents from the Registration Office. (If you
are a newly admitted student, you should
provide proof of admission to LACC ISP)

Proof of English language proficiency may
also be requested.

Evidence of continuing ties (such as family,
career, or property) to your home country. Visa
applicants are presumed to be "intending immi-
grants." Your visa will be denied unless you
satisfy the consular officer that you will return
home. Unfortunately, there is no single explana-
tion, document, or letter than can guarantee visa
issuance.

Consular officers conduct quick interviews! Their
initial impression of you is critical to your suc-
cess. Keep your answers concise. Be honest in
everything you write on your visa application
and say during the interview. Anticipate that the
interview will be conducted in English. Don't
bring other people to speak on your behalf.

Be able to explain the reasons you want to
study in the U.S. and remember that your main
reason for coming to the United States is to
study, not to work!

If your spouse and children are remaining be-
hind in your home country, be prepared to ex-
plain how they will support themselves in your
absence. If they are accompanying you to the
U.S., be prepared to show proof of adequate
funding.

If you are denied the visa, ask the officer for a
list of documents he or she would suggest you
bring the next time you apply, and try to get the
reason you were denied in writing. Maintain a
positive attitude!
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LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE
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—
The

City’s College.
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Overview

Your F-1 student status permits you to work on
the campus of the school that issued your cur-
rent I-20. You must successfully complete one
semester with 12 units to before you are eligible
to work on campus. While working on campus
you are required to maintain your status (except
for approved exceptions) and be in good aca-
demic standing. Employment must be on Mt.
SAC campus or Offsite Location

Time Period

e F-1 Students are allowed to work up to 20
hours per week on campus during the fall and
spring semester.

e F-1 Students may work more than 20 hours
per week on campus during school vacations
(summer break, spring break and fall break).

Expiration of On-Campus Em-
ployment Eligibility
‘Your on-campus employment eligibility ends:

* When you graduate.

 If you transfer to another College; your work
authorization expires on the day of your SE-
VIS record release date.

o If you violate your F-1 status.

Obtaining Employment

Contact the Center for Creative Careers for avail-
able job opportunities on campus.

1. Obtain a Letter of Employment from your
hiring supervisor

2. Submit the Letter of employment to your desig-

nated DSO. Employment start date cannot be
more than 30 days in the future. The Employ-
ment Letter must be dated within the last 30
days.

. Obtain the Social Security Letter from the your

DSO. Only the Designated School Official at LACC
ISP can write this letter after receipt of the letter

of employment. It certifies that the student is
enrolled full time and holds a valid F-1 status

. Bring the following documents to the Social Se-

curity Office:
- Original I-20
Passport with printed 1-94 and Visa
Employment Letter from Employer (F-1)
- Original Social Security Letter from DSO

Form SS-5 (Social Security Number Applica-
tion)

. Once a Social Security Number has been is-

sued, On-Campus Employees should bring
the following documents to the employer along
with.

SSN Card
Original passport with U.S. visa
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CPT Overview

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) is an off-campus
employment option available to F-1 students when
the training (i.e. internship or employment) is con-
sidered an integral part of the established curricu-
lum and directly related to the student’s major.
“Training” refers to paid or unpaid work/study expe-
rience, internships, or cooperative education.

Time
CPT can only be used during a student's program

of study.

CPT approved for part-time (20h or less per week)
or full-time (20+ hours per week). Full-time CPT
granted for summer semester only.

* Students who use 12 full months of full-time CPT
become ineligible for OPT under US immigration
law

* Use of part-time CPT does not affect OPT

* Consider applying for pre-completion OPT if your
degree program is not eligible for CPT

Eligibility
You are eligible for CPT if:

o Lawfully enrolled as full-time student for one aca-
demic year (fall + spring semester)

* You will eamn your degree from LACC
Other requirements:

* Must have an employment/training offer related
to your major area of study

* Students authorized for part time CPT (20 hours
or less per week) must be enrolled in a minimum
of 10 credits for graduates and 12 credits for un-
dergraduates each semester they engage in
CPT. Students authorized for full time CPT (more
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than 20 hours per week) must be enrolled in
at least one credit hour each semester they
engage in CPT.

* Students who have completed their program
requirements and are merely delaying gradu-
ation to make use of CPT are NOT eligible.

CPT Employment Duration &
Limitations
* Approval granted each semester.

® You must reapply prior to each semester if
interning multiple semesters.

* Not permitted to work until you receive an 1-20
authorizing specific CPT dates

* Approved for a specific employer and a specif-
ic time period

Application Procedure

* Attend CPT workshop

* Meet with your Department Chair and/or In-
structor; request that s/he complete the CPT
Authorization Request Form

® Obtain detailed internship offer letter (see
template)

* Submit application to your DSO.

* Pick up CPT I-20 after you have been notified
via email by your DSO

* DO NOT START THE INTERNSHIP BEFORE
'YOU ARE AUTHORIZED FOR CPT!
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OPT Overview

Optional Practical Training (OPT) is work authoriza-
tion available to international students who have
been in valid F-1 status for at least two consecutive
semesters and who plan to seek employment in the
U.S. in their field of study. Temporary employment
authorization is granted by the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service (USCIS).

OPT can be taken during annual summer vacation,
part-time during regular school session, after com-
pletion of course requirements or after completion
of course of study.

Pre-OPT

* Pre-Completion OPT is temporary employment
available to F-1 students prior to completion of
the course of study (i.e. prior to the program end
date on the 1-20).

The employment must be directly related to the
student's field of study and commensurate with
the student’s education level.

« A student may be eligible for up to 12 months of
OPT per degree level.

* A student will become eligible for another 12
months of OPT when he/she completes a higher
educational level.

A student must receive an EAD card from the
USCIS Service Center and the start date on the
EAD card must arrive before they may begin
their OPT employment.

Post-Opt

Post-Completion OPT is temporary employment
vailable to F-1 students following completion of
he course of study (i.e. after the program end
ate on the 1-20).

e employment must be directly related to the
tudent's field of study and commensurate with
heir education level.

e A student may be eligible for up to 12 months
of OPT per degree level.

* A student will become eligible for another 12
months of OPT when he/she completes a higher
educational level.

® A student must receive an EAD card from the
USCIS Service Center and the start date on the
EAD card must arrive before they may begin
their OPT employment.

How Does Pre-Completion OPT
differ from Post-Completion OPT

* Pre-Completion OPT occurs before the 1-20
program end date. ISS will not shorten the I-
20 program end date.

* Days of unemployment do not accrue during
Pre-Completion OPT.

* A student may not be able to work full-time
(see the section above).

« If a student does not graduate by the program
end date on their I-20, the student may re-
quest an F-1 Extension of Stay.

* Students are not eligible to apply for the
STEM OPT Extension.

e Students are not eligible for the H-1B CAP
GAP fix.
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Time Period

During the period of OPT, a student continues in F-
1 status, since OPT is considered to be part of the
program of study.

Pre-OPT:

* A student who still has coursework remaining to
complete his/her educational objective or degree
program is limited to 20 hours per week of Pre-
Completion OPT during the Fall and Spring se-
mesters.

o All students may apply for full-time Pre-
Completion during annual vacation (summer)
and other official school breaks.

Post-OPT:
* A student may work full-time while on Post-OPT

« For OPT purposes, your completion date is the
day you complete your final degree require-
ments: Your completion date is considered to be
the last day of final exams of the semester your
degree requirements are fulfilled.

You are allowed a 60-day grace period following
your OPT expiration date to leave the U.S.,
change your status, or transfer your F-1 to a new
school or program. Please keep your address
information updated during this period as well
(you are not allowed to work during the grace
period).

Eligibility
You are eligible for Pre-OPT if:

* An F-1 student who has completed full-time
enrollment for at least one Fall and one Spring
semester or who is within 90 days of doing so.

* Students who work full-time for 12 months or
more on Curricular Practical Training (CPT)
are not eligible for OPT.

You are eligible for Post-OPT if:

One year of OPT is available after completing
each higher level degree program.

Employment

e A job offer is not required to apply for OPT.
However, once you find a qualifying job, you

must notify your DSO Office.

Unemployment is allowed for no more than 90
days.

For Post-OPT the employment may occur
anywhere in the U.S.

No special permission is required to change
employers or terminate your employment.
However, you must notify your DSO of your
unemployment and/or new employer’s infor-
mation using the OPT Reporting Form

Once you complete your degree, you cannot

work on-campus or off-campus until you have
the EAD in your possession and your chosen
start date has arrived.

Employment may include:

You should be employed at least 20 hours
per week. Regardless of your job title or how
the position is classified, such as an

intern,” "temp,"” "freelance contractor,”
"post-doc,” etc., the following employment
options are allowed:

e Multiple employers: you may work in your
field of study for more than one employer.

* Work for hire: contract employment in your
field of study

o Self-employment: you may start a business
and be self-employed in your field of study.
‘You must have a business license and docu-
ment your active engagement in business
related to your degree.

* Employment in your field of study through
an agency or consulting firm.

* Volunteer service: you may work as a vol-
unteer or unpaid intern in your field of study,
as long as this does not violate any labor laws.
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OPTIONAL
PRACTICAL
TRAINING

Travel & OPT
Pre-OPT:

If your pre-completion OPT application is pending
or approved, you may travel and reenter the U.S.
(However, please note that the USCIS sometimes
sends a request for more information or for you to
correct a problem with your documentation. These
requests are sent by postal mail, so it might be
difficult for you to respond if you are not inside the
U.S. Itis your application, so LACC does not
have the authority to respond for you.)

Post-OPT:

If your post-completion OPT application is pending,
you may travel and re-enter the U.S.

After graduation, if your post-completion OPT has
been approved and your EAD issued, you may not
re-enter the U.S. unless you have evidence of em-
ployment. You should carry the following docu-
ments with you:

* 1-20 signed for travel by an international student
adviser within the last 6 months

* EAD card*
 Valid passport

* Unexpired F-1 visa (unless you are Canadian or
are returning from a short trip to Canada, Mexi-
co, or the Caribbean)

* Evidence of employment in your field of study
(letter of employment, written job offer)

* On the EAD card, there is a statement "Not
Valid For Reentry" which means that the EAD
card alone is not a proof of your legal status to
seek entry into the U.S. You must have all of the
documents mentioned above to be able to
reenter the country.

Once the approved period of OPT has begun,
time spent outside the U.S. will count as unem-
ployment against the 90/120-day limits. Howev-
er, travel while employed either during a vacation
authorized by an employer or as part of your
employment will not count as unemployment.

Please keep your DSO informed of any travel
plans while on OPT that may affect your status.

If you have dependents in F-2 status who will
travel without you, be sure they carry a photo-
copy of your EAD card and proof of your employ-
ment along with their updated F-2 1-20 that is
properly signed for travel.

Study While on OPT

While approved for OPT you may take recrea-
tional courses, but if you begin a new degree
program, your OPT is automatically terminated.

After your Post-OPT Ends

Students who do not exceed 90/120 days of
unemployment and report employment to the
ISS as required are automatically granted a 60-
day grace period after the end date listed on the
EAD (Employment Authorization Docu-

ment). Within this 60-day grace period, you have
the following options:

« Depart the U.S. Once you leave the U.S.
(including trips to Canada and Mexico) after
completing your studies and OPT period, you
are not eligible to reenter with your current I-
20. The grace period is meant for travel within
the states and preparation to depart the U.S.

Request a new 1-20 if you will continue at
LACC in a new degree program. If you are an
undergraduate and will begin graduate stud-
ies, your new 1-20 will be issued by the Gradu-
ate School you choose.

e Transfer your SEVIS record to a new school.

« Apply to change status to another visa cate-
gory.




image27.jpeg
SEVERE
ECONOMIC HARDSHIP

Overview

If you are suffering a severe economic hard-
ship due to unforeseen changes in your finan-
cial circumstances, you may apply to the Unit-
ed States Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices (USCIS) for authorization to work off-
campus. You must have been in F-1 status
for one academic year, be in good academic
standing, and document that on-campus em-
ployment opportunities are unavailable or
insufficient to meet your financial needs. Ex-
amples of unforeseen circumstances include
loss of financial support or on-campus em-
ployment, substantial fluctuations in the value
of currency or exchange rate, inordinate in-
creases in tuition and/or living costs, unex-
pected changes in the financial condition of
your source of support, medical bills, or other
substantial and unexpected expenses.

Contact a DSO in the Registration Office to dis-
cuss your situation before you complete the re-
quired documentation. Your adviser will deter-
mine your eligibility and assist you in completing
the application and submitting it to USCIS. Re-
quired documentation includes:

Application processing times vary between two to
four months. If approved, USCIS will issue an
Employment Authorization Document (EAD) for a
maximum of one year. Do not begin working until
you receive the EAD. If approved, you may work
for any employer up to 20 hours per week while
enrolled in a full course of study and full-time
during quarter breaks and your annual vacation
quarter. This employment does not affect your
eligibility for Optional Practical Training (OPT).
Employment authorization is automatically termi-
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SOCIAL
SECURITY
NUMBER

Overview

A Social Security Number is issued to track earn-
ings over a worker’s lifetime. Students holding F-
1 status and are employed in the U.S. must ap-
ply for a Social Security Number.

e Only students who have an official employ-

Number.

e All LACC student employees must apply for
a Social Security Number (SSN) BEFORE
reporting to the Hiring Personnel for Payroll
processing.

Application Procedure

F-1 Students with On-campus
Work:

1. Obtain a Letter of Employment from your
hiring supervisor.

2.Submit the Letter to the DSO in the ISP
Office for the Employment start date can-
not be more than 30 days in the future. The
Employment Letter must be dated within the
last 30 days.

3. Obtain the Social Security Letter from your
designated DSO . Only the Designated
School Official at LACC can write this letter
after receipt of the Letter of Employment. It
certifies that the student is enrolled full time
and holds a valid F-1 status

IS

. Bring the following documents to the Social
Security Office:

* Original I-20
* Passport with printed |-94 and Visa
* Employment Letter from Employer (F-1)

* Original Social Security Letter from your
DsO

 Form SS-5 (Social Security Number Appli-
cation)

Once a social security number has been
issued, On-Campus Employees should bring
the following documents to your supervisor to
complete payroll signup forms.

- SSN Card
ment offer can apply for a Social Security .

Original passport with U.S. visa

F-1 Students Authorized for CPT
1. Form I-20 updated and endorsed for CPT

2. Passport

3.1-94 printout

4.Form 88-5

F-1 Students Authorized for OPT
1. Form |-20 endorsed for practical training

2. Passport

3.1-84 printout

4.EAD card

5.Form 88-5

Location

Social Security Administration
1122 Vine St,

Los Angeles, CA 90038

Call: (800) 325-0778
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WHERE TO TURN FOR ANSWERS

If you need help with: Contact:

-Trouble with your professor
-Trouble with your English :> International Academic Counselor

-Details about a specific course

-Late Assignments :> Professor teaching that course
-Can't understand the lecture

-Student Activities
-Photo ID Cards Welcme Center

Medical Problems

Health & Wellness Center

Personal or Adjustment Health & Wellness Center Counselor
problems International Student Advisor

:" > View Online:
SChedUIe Of Courses

-Graduation Questions s
= International Academic Counselor
-Field of Study (Major)
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APPENDIX

WEBLINKS

State Department and Government Links

US State Department:
www.travel.state.gov

Visa Bulletin:
travel.state.gov/visa/bulletin/
bulletin_1360.html

Home Page US Department of State:
www.state.gov

Social Security Online:
www.ssa.gov/

Social Security for Noncitizens:
ssa.gov/pubs/10096.html

US Citizenship & Immigration Services:
WWW.USCis.gov

Embassies and Consulates
www.evaluationworld.com/

Foreign Consulates in the US
www.embassy.org/

Credential Evaluation Services
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Internal Revenue Service and Taxes

US IRS:
www.irs.gov/

Forms and Publications:
www.irs.gov/formspubs/

Lawyers

American Immigration Lawyers Associa-
tion:

www.aila.org

Lawyer Directory:
www.ilw.com/directory/findlawyer.asp

Resources

Cultural Adjustment and Transitioning:
www.internationalstudentguidetotheusa.com

The National Association of Foreign Stu-
dent Advisers (NAFSA):
www.nafsa.org

International Items: Flags/ Clothing:
www.visionwear.com/
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EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

Afghanistan - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 483-6410
www.embassyofafghanistan.org

Estonia ~ Embassy Telephone:
(202) 588-0101
www.estemb.org

Lebanon - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 939-6300
www.lebanonembassyus.org

South Africa — Embassy Telephone:
(202) 2324400
www.saembassy.org

Argentina - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 238-6401
www.embassyofargentina.us

France - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 944-6000
www.infofrance-usa.org

Luxembourg - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 2654171
www.luxembourg-usa.org

Spain - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 4520100
www.spainemb.org

Australia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 797-3000
www.austemb.org

Germany - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 298-4000
www.germany-info.org

Malaysia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 5729700
www.kin.gov.my

Sri Lanka ~ Embassy Telephone:
(202) 483-4026
www.slembassyusa.org

Austria - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 8956700
www.austria.org

Greece - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 939-1300
wwiw.greekembassy.org

Mexico-Embassy Telephone:
(202) 728-1600
www.embassyofmexico.org

Sweden- Embassy Telephone:
(202) 467-2600
www.swedenabroad.se

Belarus - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 986-1604
www.belarusembassy.org

India - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 939-7000
www.indianembassy.org

Mongolia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 333-7117
www.mongolianembassy.us

Switzerland-Embassy Telephone:
(202) 745-7900
www.swissemb.org

Belgium - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 333-6900
www.diplobel.us

Indonesia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 775-5200
www.embassyofindonesia.org

Netherlands - Embassy Telephone:

(877) 388-2443
www.netheriands-embassy.org

Syria - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 232-6313
www.syrianembassy.us

Bolivia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 483-4410
www.bolivia-usa.org

Iran - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 965-4990
www.daftar.org

Norway - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 333-6000
Www.norway.org

Taiwan- Embassy Telephone:
(202) 895-1800
www.roc-taiwan.org

Brazil - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 238-2700
www.brasilemb.org

Ireland - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 462-3939
www.embassyofireland.org

Pakistan - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 243-6500
www.pakistan-embassy.org

Thailand-Embassy Telephone:
(202) 944-3600
www.thaiembdc.org

Bulgaria - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 387-0174
www.bulgaria-embassy.org

Israel - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 364-5500
www.israelemb.org

Peru - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 833-9860
www.peruvianembassy.us

Turkey - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 612-6700
turkishembassy.org

Cambodia -Embassy Telephone:
(202) 726-7742
www.embassyofcambodia.org

Italy - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 612-4400
www.ambwashingtondc.esteri.it

Philippines - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 467-9300
www.philippineembassy-usa.org

Ukraine - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 333-0606
www.mfa.gov.ualusalen

Canada - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 682-1740
www.canadianembassy.org

Japan - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 238-6700
www.us.emb-japan.go.jp

Romania - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 332-4846
WWw.roembus.org

United Kingdom- Embassy Tele-
phone:

(202) 588-6500
www.britainusa.com

Chile - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 785-1746
www.chileusa.org

Jordan - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 966-2664
www jordanembassyus.org
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Russia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 298-5700
www.russianembassy.org

Uruguay - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 331-1313
www.uruwashi.org

China (PRC)- Embassy Telephone:
(202) 328-2500
www.china-embassy.org

Kazakhstan - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 232-5488
www. kazakhembus.com

Saudi Arabia ~ Embassy Telephone:
(202) 342-3800
www.saudiembassy.net

Venezuela - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 3422214
www.embavenez-us.org

Colombia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 387-8338
‘wwiw.colombiaemb.org

Kenya - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 387-6101
www.kenyaembassy.com

Serbia - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 332-0333
www.serbiaembusa.org

Vietnam-Embassy Telephone:
(202) 861-0737
www.vietnamembassy-usa.org

Egypt - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 895-5400
www.egyptembassy.net

Korea, South - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 939-5600
www.koreaembassyusa.org

Singapore - Embassy Telephone
(202) 537-3100
wwiw.mfa.gov.sg/washington

El Salvador - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 265-9671
www_elsalvador.org

Kuwait - Embassy Telephone:
(202) 364-2100
www kuwaitculture.com

Slovenia — Embassy Telephone:
(202) 386-6601
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EXPLANATION OF TERMS

Lawful Status: legal presence inside the United States; following (complying with) the rules and
regulations on Page 3 of your |-20 in order to stay in school in the U.S.

Out of Status: breaking the rules or regulations mentioned above.

USCIS-United States Citizenship and Immigration Service: the division of the U.S.
government which monitors your activities while you are studying here.

Withdraw: to drop out of a class; to stop attending a course before the end of the semester.
Notify: to give notice, to alert or advise.

Restatement: the process of filing paperwork to ask the United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services (USCIS) to permit you to return to classes after you have fallen Out of Status.

GPA (Grade Point Average): Calculation of the sum of your grade points. A=4points, B=3
points, C=2 points, D=1 point, F=0 points. To find your average, you multiply the number of units by
the grade points (example: 4 units x 3 points (B Grade)=12 points. Do this for each grade you re-
ceive. Then you divide your grade points by the number of units you have attempted. This sum is
your GPA for the semester. There are examples in the  catalog for you to follow.

Academic Probation: This is the school’'s warning that you are in danger of being

Dismissed (denied enroliment) from the school for poor performance if your grade point average
falls below 2.0 for 2 semesters.

OPT (Optional Practical Training): is a period during which undergraduate students with F-1
status who have completed their degree are permitted by the USCIS to work up to one year on a
student visa without needing to acquire a work H-1B visa towards getting a practical training to com-
plement their field of studies.

DSO (Designated School Official): SEVP-certified official who can communicate with SEVP,
update student records in SEVIS and help you maintain your student status by providing advice, or
assisting you with filling out important forms.
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